
Visions is...
The United Performing Arts Fund/Visions campaign provides 
City of Milwaukee employees with an opportunity to contribute 
to the success of organizations that bring beauty, fun and a 
strong sense of community to life in Milwaukee.
     
UPAF supports performing arts 
groups (listed at the bottom of 
the page) and annually awards 
funds to emerging performing 
arts groups.
     
Visions supports the educational, 
cultural, environmental and 
recreational programs listed 
below. 
 

UPAF
The United Performing Arts Fund (UPAF) is a nonprofit umbrella 
organization that supports performing arts groups in Southeastern 
Wisconsin through its annual fundraising campaign.

The performing arts enrich our souls, educate our children and 
promote true prosperity – they are a pillar of our rich cultural 
landscape and community. UPAF provides essential operating 
funds that are a vital support system for the success of these 
performing arts organizations, allowing them to focus more of their 
efforts on what they do best – creating, performing, inspiring and 
educating. 

In addition to operating funds, programs like UPAF Bright Minds, 
presented by BMO Harris Bank and UPAF Connect, presented by 
the Brico Fund, provide arts education programming to nearly 
100,000 children per year and allow underserved audiences to 
experience the arts, often for the first time.

88Nine Radio Milwaukee
88Nine Radio Milwaukee is a community-focused, public radio 
station. But we are so much more than a radio station! 

Through music and stories created for a culturally open-minded 
community, 88Nine Radio Milwaukee is a catalyst for creating a 
better, more inclusive and engaged Milwaukee.

We champion Milwaukee, celebrate 
diversity, encourage community 
engagement and build new audiences for 
arts groups and music venues in our city. 
Dedicated to the discovery and 
promotion of music and Milwaukee, Radio 
Milwaukee makes a unique and significant 
contribution to the cultural richness of our 
region and it is your contribution that 
makes it all possible! 

 

Discovery World
Discovery World is Milwaukee’s premier science and technology 
center that offers fun and educational experiences for the whole 
family.

Come and explore our exciting interactive exhibits, DIY projects in 
the Kohl’s Design It! Lab, the Reiman Aquarium—featuring 10 tanks 
including the 75,000-gallon Lake Michigan Tank and the 
walk-through tunnel Caribbean Tank, and more!

In the summer months, enjoy a sail aboard 
Discovery World’s tall ship, the Sailing 
Vessel (S/V) Denis Sullivan. Our 
exceptional educational programs include 
our award-winning Summer Camp, Girl 
Scout and Boy Scout Workshops and 
family labs. 

Milwaukee Art Museum
The Milwaukee Art Museum is more than our city’s symbol; it is a 
vital source of inspiration and education. From its roots in 
Milwaukee’s first art gallery in 1888, the Museum has grown to be 
an icon for Milwaukee and a resource for the entire region. 

With the museum’s incredible, reimagined facilities, exceptional 
educational programming and exciting events, it has never been 
a better time to be a part of the 
Milwaukee Art Museum as a 
Member. 

Your gift supports a world-class 
art museum for the entire 
community- and beyond! Be a 
part of the art! Join today. 

Milwaukee Arts Board
The Milwaukee Arts Board was created to enhance the 
development, cultural diversity and accessibility of the arts — for 
the enjoyment of its citizens and as an investment in the city’s arts 
industry.

The Board supports arts 
organizations by funding innovative 
programs and projects and making 
them accessible to the public. The 
MAB also provides financial support 
for public art projects that provide a 
sense of place and bring the 
community together in 

neighborhoods, parks and public spaces. The return on the 
investment is a healthy, vibrant and growing creative community. 

Milwaukee Housing Trust Fund
The Milwaukee Housing Trust Fund provides grants and 
loans for the construction, rehabilitation and accessibility 
modification of affordable housing for low-to moderate income 
households.

Since 2007, the Housing Trust Fund has provided $3 million in 
grants and loans, leveraging more than $62 
million in additional funding sources and 
generating 421 housing units that would not 
have been produced without this vital funding 
source. 

Contributions will help these efforts continue 
by providing funding for future projects that 
address the needs of housing for the homeless, 
as well as affordable rental and home- 
ownership opportunities. 

Milwaukee Public Library Foundation
Inspiration starts here.  Support an educational and cultural 
treasure - the Milwaukee Public Library.  The 
library is a community gathering place that 
fosters dialogue, development and learning 
through free programs and services. It is an 
anchor institution that helps build healthy 
families and vibrant neighborhoods – the 
foundation of a strong Milwaukee.

More than 2.2 million students, families, 
readers, and job seekers visit one of the 13 
library branches annually and transform their 
lives. Your support ensures that the library 
continues to meet the needs of the 
population it serves and advance its mission 
to help people read, learn and connect. 

Milwaukee Public Museum
Through exhibitions, educational programs, collections and 
research, the Milwaukee Public Museum inspires curiosity, excites 
minds, and increases the desire to preserve and protect our 
world’s natural and cultural diversity. 

Nearly 500,000 children, 
educators, scientists and 
families turn to the Museum to 
see science and history come 
alive. The more they see, the 
more they learn — about their 
community, about themselves 
and about how we can work 
together to improve our city 
and our world. 

Milwaukee Public Schools Foundation, Inc.
The UPAF/Visions campaign supports the MPS Foundation Arts 
Fund, encouraging student participation in small and large-scale art 
projects and programs. 

In 2017, the MPS Foundation Arts Fund 
provided critical support for MPS’ Year 
of the Arts programming, funding key 
initiatives including student art 
contests, the All-City Arts Festival, 
grants for teachers to implement 
innovative arts programming in 
classrooms, additional arts training and 
resources for principals and staff, and 

the City of Milwaukee Youth Year of the Arts Passport, which 
allowed students and families to explore the arts throughout the 
city. Your gift in 2018 can help us continue to bring these types of 
transformative arts experiences to MPS children. 

MKE Parks
MKE Parks, a City of Milwaukee neighborhood park system, 
provides outdoor play opportunities in over 60 locations across 
Milwaukee. MKE Parks are funded through the City of Milwaukee 
and private donations. In collaboration with neighborhood 
partners, we empower residents to recreate public spaces that 
reflect local needs, interests and identity. In doing so, previously 
underutilized parks are transformed into enriching play 

environments which provide positive 
physical, social and economic 
impact to the areas they serve.
 
We hope to fully fund one of these 
catalytic neighborhood park 
projects.  All kids deserve quality 
play opportunities and your 
donation will help to ensure that is 
the case in Milwaukee.

Milwaukee Urban Forestry Fund
The Milwaukee Urban Forestry Fund promotes growth of urban 
tree canopy and improved green spaces through tree planting.  
Milwaukee’s urban forest - the forest where you live, is comprised of 
3.4 million trees on public and private property. Milwaukee’s trees 
provide environmental, economic and social benefits including:

$15 million in stormwater and flood protection
Reduce emissions from 350,000 vehicles annually
Improve air quality that helps us 
breathe easier
Save $900,000 in summer energy 
costs annually
Connect us to nature

Your support helps plant trees in 
neighborhoods, at schools and in 
business districts to improve our 
environment and quality of life.

Wisconsin Conservatory of Music
Music for everyone, every age, and every level! The Wisconsin Conservatory 
of Music is the largest nonprofit community music school in the state. 
Founded in 1899, the Conservatory provides musical experiences to 
students from age four months through senior citizen, to all levels of abilities, 
working to develop creative, artistic and whole individuals. 

The Conservatory annually reaches over 17,000 individuals across southeast 
Wisconsin through individual lessons, classes, festivals, camps, concerts and 
our community music education program, 
Conservatory Connections. Through 
Connections, the Conservatory provides 
weekly music instruction to more than 
12,000 students in Greater Milwaukee. 
Please visit us online at wcmusic.org for 
information about lessons, concerts, 
programs and how you can play a part in 
our mission.

Be a Vital Part of the Performance!
2018 UPAF
Member Groups
*First Stage
*Florentine Opera
*Milwaukee Ballet
*Milwaukee Repertory Theater
*Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra
*Skylight Music Theatre
Bel Canto Chorus
Danceworks, Inc.
Milwaukee Chamber Theatre
Milwaukee Children’s Choir
Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra
Next Act Theatre
Present Music
Renaissance Theaterworks

*Cornerstone Member

2018 UPAF
Affiliates
Black Arts MKE
Darby’s Dancers
Festival City Symphony
Frankly Music
In Tandem Theatre, Inc.
Kettle Moraine Symphony
Latino Arts, Inc.
Milwaukee Opera Theatre
Racine Symphony Orchestra
Sharon Lynne Wilson Center 
for the Arts

Theatre Gigante
WildSpace Dance Company
Windfall Theatre
Wisconsin Philharmonic

February 8 - March 9, 2018


